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Technical  Bulletin 

Legislation  to  Modernize  Environmental  Approvals 

The  Ministry  of  the  Environment  is  working  hard  to  make  the  environmental  approvals 
process  user-friendly  and  fully  protective  of  our  environment.  Once  implemented, 
features  of  the  new  approvals  process  would  include: 

•  a  two-stream  environmental  approvals  process 

•  an  online,  user-friendly  process  for  business  to  submit  applications  or  register 
activities 

•  a  new,  searchable  public  website  containing  information  about  approvals  and 
registrations. 

The  chart  below  summarizes  key  legislative  changes  to  the  Environmental  Protection 
Act  (EPA)  and  Ontario  Water  Resources  Act  (OWRA)  that  were  needed  to  put  this 
framework  in  place.  Some  of  these  amendments  came  into  force  October  25,  2010.  The 
rest  will  come  into  force  upon  Proclamation  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor. 

As  of  October  25,  2010 


New  Approval  Feature 

Existing  Approvals  Process 

Approvals  Process  (note:  all  existiog_processes 
remain  the  same) 

Ability  to  include  operational  flexibility  in  an 
approval  allowing  a  business  to  make 
changes  within  defined  limits,  without 
requiring  an  amendment. 

Operational  flexibility  in  Comprehensive 
Certificates  of  Approval. 

Ability  to  issue  a  single  (air,  noise,  waste, 
wastewater)  approval  for  all  activities  at  a 
single  location  (site-wide  approval). 

No  change  to  current  ministry  practice. 

Ability  to  issue  a  multi-site  approval  that 
covers  similar  activities  owned  or  operated 
by  a  single  business  or  person,  but  carried 
out  at  different  locations. 

The  majority  of  approvals  issued  today  are 
specific  to  a  single  site.  The  ministry  has 
issued  one  multi-site  approval  for 
compressor  stations  associated  with  a 
natural  gas  distribution  system. 

Ability  to  issue  system-wide  approvals  for 
both  the  treatment  plant  and  the  entire 
sewage  collection  system. 

Elements  of  a  sewage  collections  system 
are  approved  on  a  pipe  by  pipe  basis.  The 
Ministry  has  issued  Drinking  Waterworks 
Permits  under  the  Safe  Drinking  Water  Act, 
2002  for  both  the  water  treatment  plant  and 
the  entire  distribution  system. 
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Ability  for  Provincial  Officers  to  request 
information  over  the  telephone  or  other 
means  without  being  at  the  site,  and  to 
require  persons  to  respond  to  reasonable 
inquiries. 

The  ministry  has  done  this  as  a  matter  of 
practice. 

Other  than  the  above,  all  current  practices  of  the  approvals  process  remain  the  same. 
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Ontario 


Anticipated  Fall  2011 


New  Feature 

Implications 

Environmental  Compliance  Approvals  (formerly  Certificate  of 
Approval  or  Provisional  Certificate  of  Approval) 

Adopt  the  term  Environmental 
Compliance  Approval  (ECA). 

New  approvals  and  amendments  to  existing 
approvals  would  be  ECAs.  Any  reference  to 
an  ECA  would  include  a  reference  to  a 
certificate  of  approval  or  provisional 
certificate  of  approval  issued  under  the 
EPA  and  an  approval  granted  under  the 
OWRA. 

ECAs  may  be  multi-media  (air  and  noise, 
wastewater,  waste). 

The  ministry  may  choose  to  issue  an 
approval  with  terms  and  conditions  for  any 
combination  of  air,  noise,  waste  and 
wastewater  activities. 

All  applications  for  approvals  would  be 
made  under  the  EPA. 

All  applications  for  an  ECA  would  be  made 
under  Part  11.1  of  the  EPA.  There  will  be  a 
new  application  form  and  guide  to  the 
application  process  that  outlines  the  new 
application  requirements. 

The  Director  may  refer  the  application  to 
the  Environmental  Review  Tribunal  (ERT) 
for  a  hearing  before  making  a  decision  on 
an  application  under  Part  11.1  of  the  EPA. 

Hearings  are  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Director.  Guidance  on  exercising  this 
discretion  will  be  developed. 

Incomplete  applications  would  not  have  to 
be  considered  if  requirements  are  not 
met. 

Complete  submission  requirements  will  be 
set  out  in  a  regulation,  the  guide  to  applying 
for  an  ECA  and  a  new  application  form. 
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Activities  specified  in  regulation  will  be 
subject  to  a  requirement  to  register  online. 

A  person  would  not  be  required  to  obtain  an 
ECA  for  an  activity  that  has  been  specified 
to  be  registered  on  the  EASR. 

A  person  may  register  the  activity  with  the 
ministry  once  the  regulation  is  in  force. 
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Two  new  compliance  tools  are  created: 
administrative  (monetary)  penalties  for 
specific  contraventions  and  a  provincial 
officer's  notice  (the  compliance  directive) 
for  non-compliance  with  a  condition  in  an 
EASR  regulation. 

Regulations  will  be  needed  to  lay  out  the 
process  for  both  these  tools  before  they 
can  be  used. 

Send  questions  or  comments  to  the  Modernization  of  Approvals  team, 
(approvals. modemization@ontario.ca) 
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